
putes were finally concluded by the late ’50s.

Fast-Forward to Today
In a move that locals with memories view as
déjà vu, the environmentalists have set their
sights on more of Dona Ana County. Nearly
every promontory of higher elevation outside
of the government-locked gates—some
358,000 acres of ranching country—has been
proposed for wilderness designation. This
time it is not for the pending defense of the
country but for the supposed pending benefit
of future generations.

Wondering how they can survive ranch-
ing in desert wilderness without a pickup or
an electric motor to pump water—devices
outlawed by wilderness designation—ranch-
ers have sought help from their elected repre-
sentatives. This time, the committee chair of
the senate Natural Resources and Energy
Committee is a New Mexican. sen. Jeff Binga-
man, a Democrat, will be the key leader in
bringing this whole affair to a vote. Will he be
cognizant of history or will he give in to pro-
gressive politics?

What the ranchers have discovered is that
success cannot be assured from impassioned
pleas. Rather, their defense has become eco-
nomic and factual. They have built a case
along with the National Retired Border Patrol
officers based on reality and national security.
They show how the wilderness proposals for
the East and West Potrillos will weaken the
security of the United states and enable more
illegal activities on the Mexican border. 

The ranchers were also joined by the lead-
ership of the highly respected Elephant Butte
Irrigation District to demand access to the
county’s most significant watershed, the
Broad Canyon area, for future water-capture
proj  ects. They have also been joined or sup-
ported by the Greater Las Cruces Chamber of
Commerce, the Las Cruces home Builders,
and a coalition of 800 businesses and organi-
zations that stand united in demanding that
such a wholesale annexation of lands through
wilderness designation not be undertaken
merely to support elitist environmentalists. 

If they prevail in defending private prop-
erty, perhaps those old-time ranchers who
were kicked unceremoniously off their ranch-
es in the Tularosa Basin will at last be vindi-
cated, and Congress, as well as all Americans,
will fully understand why the nation’s
founders emphasized private property rights
as essential to liberty.  ■

Stephen L. Wilmeth ranches in Dona Ana
and Luna counties, N.M.

■ you’ve sold me! I know it’ll be a great one! I want _____ 2010 Real Buckaroo Calendars for
only $10* each (newsstand price $12.95). my check is enclosed for $ _______ (U.s. funds
only). Nevada residents must add sales tax. (Add $8 postage per calendar, foreign delivery.)

my Name ______________________________________________________________________________

Address_________________________________________________________________________________

City _________________________________________ state _________ Zip ________________________

payment method:   ■ Check enclosed   ■ VIsA   ■ masterCard

Account Number, including verification code                                         Expiration Date

signature Telephone (days)
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“Cowboy spirit on 
america’s outback”

Superb images of cowboys, cowpunchers and buckaroos. Large format!

Great color! Plenty of room to write! Moon phases! Special events! 

Before & after months at a glance! Plus historic poster! ORDER NOW! 

IT’S A GREAT GIFT! *ORDER mORE AND pAy lEss!

■ 1-5 cals $10 each   ■ 6-10 cals $9 each  ■ 11 & more, $8.50 each 

1-800-RANGE-4-U (1-800-726-4348)

This is a great gift for thank yous! Birthdays! Anniversaries! Holidays!

Special Occasions! Happy New Year! Call for BIG bulk prices! 

ONLY

$10EACH*
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Send to: RANGE, P.O. Box 639, Carson City, NV 89702

$2.95 off newsstand price!


