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daughter and son woke me up, crying, 
“Ghosts!” They had shut the door to the liv-
ing room. I was mad, marched down, opened 
the door, and out came a ghostly “Ooooo, 
oooo, awooo!” 
      I shut the door, grabbed my keys, my 
purse and each kid’s hand and ran for the 
truck. I was scared out of my mind. I looked 
down at my kids and thought, there has to be 
an explanation. I looked back at the house. 
On the edge of the chimney were two large 
owls: “Oooo, oooo, awooo!” I hadn’t shut the 
flue because I thought there was still a fire. 
The sound echoed down the chimney. 
      We spent nine years at cow camp. For 
nine years we lived two different lives—town 
life in winter, and buckaroo camp. For nine 
years, I would load the old Dodge stock truck 
full of supplies, food, furniture, dogs, even my 
mother’s rubber tree which I could not leave 
in town all summer for fear it would die and 

the cat, which hung its head out the window. I 
would pull up in front of the junior high in 
that old truck, which would then backfire. My 
teenage daughter thought she would die of 
embarrassment, riding with the Beverly Hill-
billies. 
      It was the best time of our lives.  n 

Karen King cooked for the buckaroos at          
St. John’s cow camp on the 25 Ranch in Elko 
County from 1981 to 1992. She lives in       
Winnemucca, Nev.
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High-quality signed prints, such as 
these by J.N. “Jack” Swanson, are a 
great value for anyone to collect—
and help a very good cause. One hun-
dred percent of the proceeds from 
print sales go to the Range Conserva-
tion Foundation, which is dedicated to 
intelligent use of natural resources.  
      To aid the foundation, the artist 
selected favorite images from his per-
sonal collection. They have never  
before been offered as prints and are 
not available through galleries or any 
other source. You may purchase any 

print for $250 each. Only 125 of each 
were produced and personally signed 
and numbered by the artist. Printed  
on 24”x18” archival paper, each 
includes a Certificate of Authenticity 
signed by the artist. Satisfaction is 
guaranteed.  
      Direct donations (no print 
involved) to the 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
RCF are appreciated and tax-
deductible (IRS tax ID# 20-1601536). 
      Order via rangemagazine.com,  
call 775-884-2206, or send check 
with your print selection to:

ONLY A FEW REMAINING   
(1927-2014) 

Limited Edition 
Signed and Numbered Prints

“Watering the Remuda”

“Branding Corral”   
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