
64  •  RANGE MAGAZINE  •  SUMMER 2023

The world lost a great historian and 
America lost a great friend when Paul 
Johnson died Jan. 12, 2023, at age 94. 

Johnson wrote more than 50 books, covering 
everything from the history of the 20th centu-
ry to ancient Egypt, the Renaissance and sem-
inal figures such as Socrates, President George 
Washington, Napoleon Bonaparte and British 
Prime Minister Winston Churchill. A Brit, he 
wrote the best one-volume history of Ameri-
ca. A Catholic, he wrote a most perceptive and 
sympathetic history of the Jews. 
      Johnson’s career highlights the impor-
tance of learning history and the perils of its 
neglect. It’s hard to imagine a people who 
know less—and care less—about their history 
than Americans, an ignorance carefully culti-
vated by the left. This lack of knowledge 
makes it easier for them to manipulate us. 
      How can you know where you are or 
where you’re going if you don’t know where 
you’ve been? A 2018 survey by the Woodrow 
Wilson National Fellowship Foundation 
showed that only one in three Americans 
could pass a citizenship test. On a multiple-
choice exam, only 24 percent knew the causes 
of the American Revolution, while 69 percent 
didn’t know which countries we fought in 
World War II. 
      Each generation knows less than the last. 
Those 65 and older did best, with 74 percent 
answering six out of 10 questions correctly. 
Those under 45 did worst, with a pathetic 19 
percent passing. The beneficiaries of this 
entrenched ignorance are those with a vested 
interest in voters being clueless about how 
their nation was founded, what it stands for 
and how it grew to greatness—citizens in 
such a fog that they believe the left’s agenda 
represents progress. 
      Lack of historical consciousness accounts 
for the widespread belief that America is a 
democracy and not a republic, that the Social 
Security system is based on sound economic 
principles, that President Franklin Roosevelt 
brought us out of the Great Depression, 
which was caused by capitalist greed, that 
inflation has nothing to do with government 
spending, that the First Amendment prohibits 
laws based on the Judeo-Christian ethic, and 
that the Founding Fathers were rich white 

men interested primarily in maintaining their 
status instead of idealists who launched a 
noble experiment in self-government. 
      Over the course of a century, progressives 
have steadily pushed history out of public 
education. Although 21 states require teach-
ing American history at the high school level, 
the curriculum is pap. History has been large-
ly replaced by something called social studies, 

which focuses primarily on vague theory 
rather than concrete facts. 
      The history that students encounter most 
often is victim history. There’s Black History 
Month, Hispanic History Month, Asian 
American History Month and LGBTQ Histo-
ry Month, but no American History Month. 
      Our schools have been infiltrated by ideo-
logues pushing pseudo-history like the 1619 
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Project, which teaches that America is a 
uniquely racist country—that we were 
founded on racism, that America’s accumu-
lated wealth is based on slavery, and that we 
remain a nation of institutional racism. 
      From this perspective, reparations for 
slavery seem like a matter of fairness. A 2022 
Pew Research poll found that a depressing 30 
percent of Americans favor this racial plun-
der. From grade school through college, 
Americans are taught to hate themselves. Far 
too many believe that the American saga is 
about slavery, genocide, exploitation and 
oppression: from the antebellum South to the 
Indian Wars, Japanese internment during 
World War II, and voter ID laws, which sup-

posedly disenfranchise minorities. 
      Paul Johnson began his “History of the 
American People” with these stirring words: 
“The creation of the United States of America 
is the greatest of all human adventures. No 
other national story has such tremendous 
lessons for the American people and for the 
rest of mankind.” 
      While Johnson is popular with conserva-
tives, educators much prefer Marxist Howard 
Zinn’s “People’s History of the United States.” 
Instead of what he calls “nationalist history,” 
Zinn offers a diatribe on how the masses have 
been duped and manipulated by capitalists. 
      Zinn was my faculty adviser when I was 
an undergraduate at Boston University in the 
1960s. Campus conservatives called him Ho 
Chi Zinn. 
      When faced with a daunting array of ene-
mies, foreign and domestic, Americans’ igno-
rance of history leaves them easy targets for 
any hucksters who happen along. History 
must be rescued from the left. A nation of 
people ignorant of its past has no future.  n 

Don Feder is a columnist with the Washington 
Times. This story is reprinted with permission 
from its Jan. 23, 2023, edition.

Historian/journalist Paul Johnson received the 
Presidential Medal of Freedom in the East Room 
of the White House from President George W. 
Bush on Dec. 15, 2006. 

 
Yours is one of the only multiple-shot maga-
zines that is still legal in all 50 states. Grammar 
and proofreading are pet peeves of mine. Your 
publication is head and shoulders above the 
majority of today’s offerings.  
      DON TERBEEST, CORTEZ, COLORADO 
That’s thanks to Denyse Pellettieri White.—Ed. 
 
Stop being FOX News. Subscriber since 1992. 
      ROY HAYNES, LEWISVILLE, TEXAS 
 
FROM BRIT TO BRIT 
Hi CJ, how are you? Hope all OK. We’ve been 
watching “Yellowstone” and absolutely love it, 
so have been thinking of you. Hope winter 
was not too hard. We’ve 
had a couple of weeks 
of snow but it’s been 
fairly mild. This coun-
try is rapidly going 
down the pan but at 
least the environmental 
lot are having to 
acknowledge finally 
that we need to pro-
duce food. How are things under Biden?  
      DOMINIC NAYLOR, FARM MANAGER ON A
      LARGE ESTATE ON THE ENGLISH/SCOTTISH  
      BORDER IN NORTHUMBERLAND, U.K.  
      (CHECK “RETURN OF THE BORDER REIVERS” 
      IN SUMMER 2020, VIA RANGEDEX.COM.) 
Biden has loaded our country onto Titanic II 
and is leading our once-beautiful America 
straight into hell. We are a joke on the world 
stage, $31 trillion in debt with interest on that 
more than half a trillion each year. Close to two-
thirds of our taxpayers are working paycheck to 
paycheck and defaulting on credit cards. And 
real taxpayers—only about half the country—
are responsible for a quarter million dollars each 
on that debt. That only took two years of social-
ist rule after a few years of plenty with the previ-
ous administration, despite COVID. I am 
afraid for our future. Other than that, Mrs. Lin-
coln, we are waiting for the next act of this sad 
play.—Ed. 
 
TURN THE DOGS LOOSE! 
Where the hell are we going? The Democrats 
are communists, the Republicans are Democ-
rats. Turn the dogs loose to get ahead and 
turn this stampede around. You are an angel 
for us deplorables. 
      DAVID & BARBARA GALLINO 
      GRASS VALLEY, CALIFORNIA 

Don’t weaken. Love your magazine.  
      AL OSMIN (AGE 80), HEPPNER, OREGON 
 
Here’s a check to extend my subscription plus 
two new ones. Use the extra funds to buy a 
hamburger for the lady in your office who 
doesn’t eat meat. 
      MARK NICHOLS, MONTROSE, COLORADO 
 
Thanks for all you do to provide a voice for 
our beloved ranching livelihood/heritage.  
      KRIS ROUSH, RECLUSE, WYOMING 
 
Great article by Jim Chilton about the illegal 
activity on his ranch on the border [“Hun-
dreds of Trails, Thousands of Mules,” Winter 
2022/2023]. We are Jim and Sue’s ranching 
neighbors to the east. 
      PEGGY ROWLEY, AMADO, ARIZONA 
 
I want to thank RANGE and all the writers in 
your magazine. Keep up your good work! 
      HOWARD GEIOGUE, WOOSTER, OHIO 
 
THE ENVIRONMENTAL CURTAIN 
Greetings from behind the environmental 
curtain that is Northern California. I have 
been enjoying more and more articles in 
RANGE that deal with governmental over-
reach. The photos and articles on critters and 
families are great but things will go from bad 
to worse if we don’t watch everything that our 
government does to us.  
      DAVE LARIMER 
      PORTOLA VALLEY, CALIFORNIA 
 
Great “Confessions” on Merril Carr by Lee 
Juillerat in Winter 2022/2023. Had the great 
good fortune to ride with Merril for a week at 
the 7B Ranch roundup north of Lakeview last 
summer. Better yet was the time spent sitting 
around visiting with him. What a wealth of 
knowledge! There were two tables at the 
cookhouse that he had burned a bunch of 
local brands on. We were reading the brands 
and I asked, “Who the heck has the Outhouse 
brand?” There was a big laugh from Merril 
and from Robbie Leehman, owner of the 7B. 
“That’s the Sh**house brand and it belonged 
to Sunny Hancock!” The late great cowboy 
poet spent a lot of time at the 7B, as did Leon 
Flick...two of the best cowboy poets who ever 
forked a horse. For a cowboy poet like me, 
that was a huge thrill—to ride the same coun-
try with some of the same folks those two did! 
Oh, and Merril’s paint mare, Rosie, is indeed 
one helluva horse! 
      DUANE NELSON, TYGH VALLEY, OREGON 

LETTERS 
(Continued from page 49)

(Continued on page 85)
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