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Over 30 years ago Robert Fulghum 
wrote a short essay that overnight 
made him one of the most beloved 

writers in America. The essay was called “All I 
Really Needed to Know I Learned in Kinder-
garten.” It contained sage advice such as: 
“Share everything. Play fair. Don’t hit. Flush. 
Take a nap every afternoon. Be aware of won-
der.” It was read into the Congressional 
Record, recited by Paul Harvey, and quoted by 
Dear Abby, and led to a multibook deal for 
Fulghum, who, by the way, had once been a 
working cowboy, among other jobs. 
      I’m afraid if Fulghum’s essay was written 
today to reflect current attitudes, it would 
be called “Everythin’ I Know 
I Learnt In Collage” and 
would contain modern-day 
wisdom such as: 
       • Go in debt $200,000 to 
get a B.A. degree in blog writ-
ing and then go back home 
and live with your parents 
until you’re 35 and try to land 
a job waiting tables. 
      • Climate change is real 
and the Earth will self-destruct in 20 years if 
we don’t stop cows from farting. 
       • America is a rotten place and our 
Founding Fathers were a bunch of creeps 
and jerks. 
       • Success in life is best measured by the 
number of your Facebook friends and 
YouTube subscribers. 
       • Anyone who makes over $100,000 a 
year should have to pay 90 percent of it in 
income tax. 
       • The energy that powers electric bikes 
and electric cars is all produced by windmills 
and solar panels. All coal plants should be 
shut down and, while we’re at it, we should 
tear down all dams. 
       • The stock market is evil. 
       • It’s a waste of time to learn to spell or 
write because a computer will do that for you. 
       • It’s not impolite to put your phone on 
speaker and talk loudly in a crowded restau-
rant so everyone can hear both sides of your 
idiotic conversation; nor is it impolite to roll 
down your windows and turn your car radio 

up so high the bass notes register on the 
Richter scale. 
       • Joining the Army, Navy or Marines is for 
suckers. 
       • Eating too much Ben & Jerry’s ice cream 
won’t make you fat because its founders were 
greenies. 
       • Species didn’t start becoming endan-
gered until loggers, ranchers and miners 
began wiping them out. 
       • The only way to get rich in America 
these days is to buy a winning lottery ticket. 
       • You should put more thought into the 
design of your tattoos, your computer pass-
words and the emojis you use than you do in 

selecting a “partner.” (Notice I 
did not say spouse.) 

 • All Americans should be 
ashamed of themselves for all 
the evil things our country 
has done. 

 • Everyone should be 
entitled to a free college edu-
cation, free medical care, a 
good job and paid maternity 
leave for both the sperm and 

egg donors. 
       • All cops are evil and kneeling during the 
National Anthem will stop them from killing 
black people. 
       • Books are dead, rap is forever, skate-
boards and social media are the future. 
       • Humans were never meant to eat meat 
or wheat, or drink milk. Vegans rule! 
       • Socialism is much better than capitalism 
and the best examples of utopian conditions 
possible under socialism are the havens of 
Cuba, Venezuela and the former U.S.S.R. 
       • All men are jerks. 
       • If a person finds himself/herself deeply 
in debt for school loans and is presently living 
out of his/her van with no job prospects, 
he/she can always go back to college for fur-
ther education and a Ph.D. and then become 
a highly paid college professor who knows 
everything.  n 

Lee Pitts lives in Los Osos, Calif. Go to          
LeePittsbooks.com or call 1-800-RANGE-4-U 
(726-4348) for more info. 
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To the very near and dear RANGE magazine, 
including readers, staff and writers, friends, 
and particularly C.J. Hadley: 
      I have been so overwhelmed as to how I 
can respond to all the mental, physical and 
monetary supporters of myself and our fam-
ily. Although the ranch will be having our 
historic cattle grazing rights returned, it isn’t 
because “Big Brother” has recognized its 
overreach. It is because of Protect the Har-
vest, Lucas Oil, Oregon Farm Bureau, county, 
state and national cattlemen’s associations, 
Public Lands Council, Steens Mountain 
Landowner Group, Shasta Livestock Auction, 
Western Video Market, political representa-
tives, friends and neighbors—all with a posi-
tive focus toward our nation’s agriculture 
industry. I apologize for inadvertent omis-
sions; however, if I know or could remember 
all who helped us, CJ wouldn’t have enough 
paper to list or acknowledge the many 
groups and organizations, let alone the thou-
sands of individuals. 
      I would be remiss to not recognize the 
transformational events within our lives and 
industry, including the unnoticed burden on 
ranching families, industry representatives, 
politicians and court systems that are stressed 
beyond belief when a situation like this 
develops. To say nothing of the newly created 
stress regarding change of traditional land 
uses, excess wild horses and reintroduction of 
wolves. However, by far the most important 
is the erosion of our Constitution by remov-
ing or trying to remove God from our coun-
try’s foundation and what is being taught or 
not taught in our schools. If we stuck with 
our Founding Fathers, situations like ours 
would be unique instead of commonplace. 
      I wish I could better express my apprecia-
tion for the content and quality of RANGE 
and its contributors. I am humbled and 
embarrassed at my attempts to say thank you 
and God bless you all. 
      Sincerely, 
      DWIGHT HAMMOND, BURNS, OREGON  
 
Dwight and son Steven were sent to federal 
prison for five years minimum for accidentally 
burning 140 acres of federal brush. They were 
pardoned by President Trump. For more info, 
go to www.rangemagazine.com and click on 
“Enemies of the State.”
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