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ple need to hear both sides of the story. We
raised our two girls rural and that’s how they
intend to stay. Thanks for being a part of it all!
Loved “Driving the Teams,” by Sarah Mead-
more in Winter 2009.

BARBARA JOHNSON, CORVALLIS, OREGON

BRIGHT SPOT
Your efforts and great magazine are bright
spots in a world that is increasingly in turmoil.

BY & DENI SMITH, WEST HILLS, CALIFORNIA

I am so glad that my subscription has expired.
This magazine is pure cow crap. 

ANONYMOUS, BOISE, IDAHO

I love reading about the old-timers, maybe
because I am 70 myself. I, like most of them,
still have cows and live in the country.

BILL KOCH, RALEIGH, NORTH DAKOTA

NOTHING BUT THE TRUTH
Sounds like New Mexico’s Dept. of Game &
Fish has been hiring former employees of Cali-
fornia’s Department of Fish & Game [“Track
of the Cat,” by Laura Schneberger, Spring
2009]. Here in the Fascist Republic of Cal-i-
for-nia, DFG has twice been ominously quiet
when the issue of mountain lions came before
the electorate. New Mexico needs a statute
that states that an employee of the state cannot
make a material misrepresentation of fact (lie)
without the loss of their job and prosecution.
Without laws forcing state employees to tell
the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the
truth, we, the unsuspecting public, only
receive that which is emitted from the south
end of a north-facing large male bovine.

BRIAN L. SMITH, WEST POINT, CALIFORNIA

Cancel—you are too reactionary!
HAL CLIFFORD, BARRINGTON, MASSACHUSETTS

POETRY IN MOTION
I get six magazines that are horse/cowboy
related but yours is the best. I grew up on a
family ranch in Lusk, Wyo., but have been a
bedroll cowboy since I left school. I’ve cow-
boyed in Wyoming, South Dakota, Nevada,
Texas and Nebraska. I even rode pens for a
while in Scotts Bluff.

Today I shoe and ride colts in Texas. I
spend my free time reading magazines and
studying everything that has to do with spade-
bit, full-bridle and hackamore horses as well as
the buckaroo lifestyle. My time in Ely, Nev.,
changed my life. I come from short-rope
country and those 60-foot reata hands were

WHERE’S THE FLUFF?
CJ, you gotta quit smoking those sagebrush leaves [“Vintage Hank,” Spring 2009]. The
buckle that I never wore came from the High School Rodeo Finals in Burns, Ore. The

Burns Elks Lodge was a sponsor of the
rodeo. As an extra draw, we added, “World
Champion Buffalo Riding.” 

I was an officer in the Elks and chal-
lenged the other officers—maybe to raise
attendance—to enter the contest. My
brother-in-law Buck Taylor was the chute
boss. He told me that one buffalo would
kinda crow hop and not just run to the out
gate. We didn’t draw an individual buffalo.

Buck pointed out the owly one and I jumped up on the chute.The skill level to win this
event was about like being in a T-ball baseball game compared to the real world cham-
pionship skills of professional bull riders. Those who know me will never let me go in
peace with that mistake. 

One skill that I pride myself on is fluffing up stories and making people laugh. 
I put on my resume to the governor a short message that included my pride in my kids,
my college diploma, and that I had made Baxter Black laugh so hard that he pulled his
knife on me in John Ascuaga’s Nugget in the Oyster Bar. Baxter thought if he didn’t
quit laughing he’d lose his lunch. The governor’s office said that my three-sentence
resume was the shortest ever submitted to his office. I was always told that if you have
to promote yourself, chances are that you are promoting a very poor product.  

HANK VOGLER, NEEDMORESHEEP COMPANY, ELY, NEVADA

LETTERS
(Continued from page 9)

Hank Vogler, practically alone, wins the world!

Reverse Drawing – All Tickets are Drawn!
First ticket drawn wins $1,000! Last ticket wins GRAnD PRize*!

GREAT ODDS! ORDER NOW!

Only $200 per ticket
(Up to 300 tickets available!)

*Grand Prize equals one half the value of the total number of tickets sold. if all
tickets are sold, prize is $30,000. if 200 tickets are sold, prize is $20,000. number
of tickets sold does nOT affect first-ticket-drawn prize of $1,000.

Drawing: February 2010, 
John Ascuaga’s nugget, Sparks, nev. 

You need not be present to win. All proceeds benefit the WRB Youth Scholarship
Program, Western Ranchers Beef Cooperative and RAnGe magazine.  

For tickets or info, call Western Ranchers Beef toll-free:

1-866-R-BEEF-4-U (1-866-723-3348)
Mail checks to: RiDe FOR THe RAnGe, P.O. Box 1688, Alturas, CA 96101

For credit card orders, call: 1-800-RAnGe-4-U (1-800-726-4348)

Thank you for your support and GOOD LUCK!

SPOnSOReD BY WeSTeRn RAnCHeRS BeeF COOPeRATiVe

PRODUCeRS OF CeRTiFieD PReMiUM CATTLe

RIDE FOR THE RANGE AND

WIN CASH!
From $1,000 to $30,000*

(Continued on page 47)

For inspiring photos, www.cowboyswest.com




