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William L. Rice is a former deputy chief of
the Forest Service (“The Potrillos,” page

48). “For a long time,” Rice says, “those of us
who have been in the trenches trying to main-
tain some sanity of managing federal lands have
known that something drastic needs to be done
to reel in the blitzkreig of stakeholder assault
taking place in the West. If there is need for spe-
cial management of federal lands, local input is
not only needed, it is incumbent on Congress to
allow that process to occur. Local customs, local
history, and local economies, current and
future, must first and foremost be considered.”

Nevada rancher Fred
Fulstone has been running
sheep west of Bridgeport,
Calif., for close to 75 years.
He has several summer For-
est Service allotments in the
Sierra Nevada. The country
is big, high and healthy. His
livestock have helped keep
brush and trees down,
creeks open and running,
and grasses and forbs fertilized. His sheep-
herders have put out lightning fires and helped
confused recreationists, and their big white
dogs guard the sheep, protecting them from
predators.

Back in 1986, Fulstone gave his blessing to
California Fish & Game (F&G) and the Forest
Service (FS) to plant Sierra Nevada bighorn
sheep (SNBS) south of his range. No bighorn
had ever been seen in the area; most thought
the winters too harsh for their survival. Grazing
greatly improves fall/winter range for SNBS
due to regrowth of highly nutritious green for-
age. Fulstone blessed the trial on the promise
that his domestic sheep operation would never
be harmed. Forest Service and Fish & Game
leaders put that promise in writing.

Most employees of federal land-manage-
ment agencies are hardworking and honorable,
but when bighorn sheep were added to the
endangered species list in 2000, agency honor
disappeared. For more than five years, ideo-
logues in the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
(FWS) and California Fish & Game have used
everything in their power to take Fred Ful-
stone’s legal grazing permits and his livelihood.
They are using bighorn sheep as a surrogate to

take him off his range and recently contracted
with a Yale graduate student to prepare com-
puter models to show where bighorn sheep
were likely to roam. The answer came, “On six
grazing permits in the Sierra Nevada, including
five of Fred Fulstone’s.”

The official letter—addressed to Edward C.
Monnig, forest supervisor, Humboldt-Toiyabe
National Forest; Jim Upchurch, Inyo National
Forest; and Steve Nelson, BLM-Bishop—was
signed by Robert D. Williams, FWS Nevada
boss, and Diane K. Noda, field supervisor, Ven-
tura FWS office. The letter includes: “New
information has become available relative to
the level of risk associated with the grazing of
domestic sheep on federal allotments in close
proximity to the federally listed endangered
Sierra Nevada bighorn sheep.”  

The “new” information was written by the
agencies with no scientific backup. The letter
recommends that domestic sheep grazing
allotments that pose “a high risk of disease
transmission to bighorn sheep” be closed. It

also mentions, “modeling of areas that bighorn
sheep are likely to use,” places where “Sierra
Nevada bighorn sheep may enter,” and talks
about “predicted areas of potential contact.”
[Italics added.] It’s extremely vague.

Keep in mind that bighorn have never been
seen on Fulstone’s allotments and that 50
bighorns planted by F&G several years ago are
all presumed dead due to starvation or preda-
tion. Unfortunately, as more sheep die at tax-
payer expense, the more the agencies are paid to
plant more animals in places they can’t survive.

At a meeting on April 7 in Reno, Nev., Ed
Monnig told Fulstone and his entourage
(daughter, grandson, lawyer, university sup-
porters): “We intend to listen.” Bob Williams
said: “We are here to answer questions,” but
when asked several, he responded, “It’s all in
the report,” which was not available to affected
parties, including Fulstone’s lawyer.

Ed Monnig is under a lot of pressure and
FWS and F&G ammunition is weak. “I have to
make a decision based on the Endangered
Species Act,” Monnig says. “I can’t take into
account economic consequences.”

But he should pay attention to facts, best-

Up
Front
Stakeholder assault.

By C.J. Hadley
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(Continued on page 23)

It was obvious Bob Williams did not want another meeting with Fred
Fulstone. From left: Ed Monnig, FS; Randy Sharp, FS; and Williams, FWS.
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available science, history, and peer-reviewed
analysis—which he has yet to receive. What is
perfectly clear is that the minimum risk the
wildlife agencies are willing to take is “absolute-
ly no use” by domestic livestock. 

Under range conditions, transfer of respira-
tory disease from domestic to wild sheep has
never been documented and is unlikely,
according to reputable veterinarians. But
Williams still insists: “We can’t allow contact.
What we came out with is relative probability of
bighorn sheep use in areas of analysis. We
understand it’s a model and you can’t always
model everything....” But, he adds, “It is the ser-
vice’s recommendation that domestic sheep
grazing...not be permitted for the 2009 and
subsequent grazing seasons.”

The agencies are supposed to use best-
available science. Their arguments and analyses
have already been turned down by their own
resource assessment teams. Dr. Nancy East,
U.C. Davis vet, has been on the FWS/SNBS sci-
ence advisory team for many years. She told the
feds, “We vets know a lot about pathogens and
epidemiology. There are many papers on this.
You are offering a rough estimate on open
country. There were many basic assumptions
made that are not within accepted parameters
and the bias appears to influence the model
outcome. That speaks to the basic conclusions
of the model. This is not reality.”

Dr. Annette Rink, veterinarian and lab
director for Nevada Department of Agricul-
ture, added: “There has never been any record-
ed disease in that area. There is no proof that
will happen. You say you looked at all the data.
No, you haven’t. Even the authors of the origi-
nal publication do not agree with how the
agency interpreted their original work. It was
obviously misquoted. It’s in-pucky, out-pucky.
You cannot defend any of the premises that this
model is based on.”

Intense grazing management for domestic
sheep, through recommended mitigation prac-
tices, has been successful in minimizing con-
tact. Dr. East asks: “Why do we need to make a
draconian change?”

Fulstone is frustrated. He should be angry.
“We have 10 men watching this country, 24/7.
They have never seen a bighorn. How can you
determine risk if you have never had a mix?
The agencies have circumstantial evidence and
no facts. None of this stuff has been validated. I
am for bighorn. I don’t want to kill them, but
why use the ESA to push us off our range?”

It’s Ed Monnig’s turn to make a decision
and Fulstone’s future depends on it. Will he
agree with Rice or with Williams?  n

N
ow that we’re officially in a recession,
economists say we all have to live more
cheaply. It just so happens that being

cheap is something I’m very good at. 
When you don’t have any money, you

learn how to live on less. When my wife and I
lived in Australia as struggling college stu-
dents, we lived on $40 a week because that’s
all we had. We lived in a trail-
er, ate a lot of mutton and we
cut our napkins in half so
they’d last twice as long. Real-
ly. We started our married life
pinching pennies and never
got out of the habit, so I’m
more than qualified to tell you
how to be cheap.

The first place the finan-
cial experts say to cut back is
on eating out, but you don’t
have to make such a sacrifice.
You just have to change the definition of what
eating out is. I’m sure in your area there are
free barbecues sponsored by livestock phar-
maceutical companies and brokerage houses
which want to get your business. The down-
side to eating these free meals is you might
have to listen to boring speeches. You can also
eat for free at neighbors’ brandings but you
might be expected to actually do some work
to earn your meal. Although I never have. You
could go to McDonald’s and mix ketchup
with hot water to make tomato soup but at
some point you’re going to need protein. 

That’s where bull sales come in. During
the fall and spring there are bull sales nearly
every day and all you have to do is ride the
grub line and you’ll be eating like a king for
free! You should look at a few bulls prior to
escaping before the sale starts. (Unless they
also offer a free meal after the sale.) Take a big
doggie bag along to tide you over during the
off-season when there are fewer sales.

Anyone who has seen me up close and
personal will not find it hard to believe that
my wife and I spend very little on clothes. Our
jackets come from auction markets and I have
enough free caps to last 20 lifetimes. To get
free jeans just tell all your relatives that you
need their old Wranglers and Levis to make
pinkeye patches. When they arrive there are

sure to be some jeans that fit you. If not,
splurge on a pair of suspenders. As for shoes,
here’s a great tip: take longer steps and your
shoe leather will last twice as long.

I learned early on that you can spend a lot
of money shopping so we avoid that activity
at all costs. In addition to cutting your nap-
kins in half, you can cut down on consum-

ables by reusing Kleenex and
cutting back on toilet-paper
expenses by collecting it the day
after Halloween when you can
usually find it draped on hous-
es, cars and trees. 

I understand that many
people have something called
entertainment expenses. If
you’re in the dating scene, take
your date to see a free lunar
eclipse or house fire instead of a
movie and, if you do go out to

eat, only pick up a check if it’s made out to
you. Your date will admire your frugality. If at
all possible, find a spouse who was born on
February 29 and then you’ll only have to buy
her a birthday gift every four years.

You can save on energy costs by recharg-
ing your electrical gadgets at work and taking
a hot water bottle to bed at night. During the
last depression, people made their own booze
in stills and now, thanks to ethanol, you can
make your own booze and gas at the same
time. If the kids want to go on a vacation to
eat bad food and sleep in strange beds, just go
mooch off a relative for a week. Or you could
just rent a library book and show them pic-
tures of all the pretty places you didn’t go visit.
If the kids want to ride thrill rides at an
amusement park, just let them ride in the car
with your 95-year-old grandpa who can’t see.

Finally, if you get sick, instead of seeing a
doctor, go to the drugstore and read get-well
cards. I’d also recommend that you live a long
time, to cut down on funeral expenses. They
can really kill you.  

See how simple being cheap can be?  n

Lee Pitts lives in Los Osos, Calif. He is a
frequent contributor to RANGE. For more
laughs from the cheapskate, check out his
collection of classic books on  page 77.
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Always take a doggie bag. By Lee Pitts
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