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common. Visiting grandparents and friend 
Tracey Heller pitch in by watching the chil-
dren while the couple works. 
      Brody mentions what he considers the 
hardest thing about ranching. “The market is 
never stable and there is always drought. It 
doesn’t change and has always been this way. 
While the market is good right now, we’re 
also in a bad drought. I’m also worried about 
the future of ranching and horse training.”  
      Mikki adds: “I agree but have to add in 
inflation and the horse market. Thirty years 
ago, folks paid $400 to have a horse trained 
and one could be purchased for $2,000. It is 
hard for them to see the true cost and value of 
breeding, raising and training a horse today.” 
      Mikki and Brody market primarily by 
word of mouth, feeling that “seeing is believ-
ing” and their customers are the best adver-
tisement.  
      “There’s no way we could have predicted 
how much work this would be, how tired we 
would get, how hard we had to dig deep to be 
successful in creating the businesses,” Brody 
says. “We’ve never taken a real vacation or 
even had a honeymoon. But we have learned 
to problem solve and make things work. We 
are striving to produce the perfect horse for 
the American cowboy.”  n 

ABOVE: Brody sorts cattle on the Lazy B Ranch near 
Duncan, Ariz. The Provences manage their horse 
program and Brody is riding the type horse needed 
for the rough country: big and stout, with stamina. 
RIGHT: Mikki enjoys the ground work needed to 
develop a good horse. BELOW: Mikki still performs 
her music as a headliner when time allows. AUTHOR BIO: 
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