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was a bare knuckles fight to the finish with the 
anti-forestry mob swooning about “cathedral 
forests” to distract public attention from their 
phony owl science; lumbermen citing 70,000 
to 80,000 job losses that no one in Seattle, 
Portland or San Francisco cared about; and 
loggers and millworkers fighting for the sur-

vival of their 
communit ies 
and families in at 
least two of the 
largest public 
demonstrations 
in western histo-
ry: The 1988 Sil-
ver Fire 
Roundup in 
Grants Pass, 
Ore., and the 
1990 Pioneer 
Square rally in 
Portland.   
    I later told my 
best friend, 

Bruce Vincent—who spoke in Grants Pass 
and Portland—that I thought we might need 
to fight for 10 years before we convinced the 
federal government to reverse course. That 
was 34 years ago. Meantime, millions of acres 
of federally designated spotted owl old- 
growth habitat have been destroyed in cata-
strophic wildfires, the anti-forestry mob con-
tinues to litigate most Forest Service efforts to 
protect communities and forests from wild-
fires, and the rural West lies in economic ruin. 
And now the government wants to shoot 
500,000 barred owls to save the spotted owl.  
      Properly deployed, thinning and pre-
scribed fire can transform a troubled forest 
into a parklike setting in five years. That’s not 
a boast. It’s a fact. Get out of the way. Foresters 
know how to fix this. The wildlife biology 
community has in large part over the last 30 
years proven that it does not. 
      All this could have been a skit on “Satur-
day Night Live” 40 years ago. Its writers could 
have entitled it, “They Shoot Owls, Don’t 
They?” That was when our country could still 
laugh at what was crazy human behavior. Of 
course nobody would laugh today at a similar 
skit. No one laughs anymore at insane ideas. 
That’s because they are all around us and that  
tells you what kind of world we are currently 
living in. None of it is funny. This one isn’t 
either.  n 

Jim Petersen is the founder and president of the 
nonprofit Evergreen Foundation. You can 
learn more via www.evergreenmagazine.com. 
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■ WILD RAG SCARF SLIDE                            
Sterling silver. Hand engraved by  
Nevada cowboy Pete Schuler.  

     1-3/4” diameter   $120

■ SILK WILD RAG SCARVES                                       
               $30 each  
35x35”. Circle color(s): Royal Blue, Black, 
Deep Lavender, Fuchsia, Turquoise, 
Charcoal, Red, Teal, Chocolate, Bronze, 
Maroon and Forest Green.

HEAD-HUGGER CAPS  
with embroidered RANGE logo. 

Adjustable.     

■ Khaki    ■ Purple    
■ Black   ■ Royal Blue  

■ Khaki/Navy bill     

    $25 each 

CALL  1-800-RANGE-4-U 
726-4348 

■ FANCY SILK WILD RAGS   
               $34 each 
35x35”. Circle choice(s): Patriot,  
Brands Sage, Calico Pink Paisley,  
White Polka Dots on black, red,  
blue or green. 
 
■ EXTRA FANCY SILK  
WILD RAGS   $44 each 
35x35”. Circle choice(s): Texas Bronc, 
Purple Jacquard, Paisley in black/red, 
black/silver or chocolate/green.

 LONG-SLEEVED BLACK LATIN T’S 
“Don’t let the bastards grind you down!” 

 ■ M, L, XL   $37 each    ■  XXL   $42 each  
 
 
 
SHORT-SLEEVED  
LATIN T’S  (Circle size)   
■ Safari Green     ■ Light Denim  

              M, L, XL   $26 each 
                    XXL   $31 each  

Silk, Silver, T’s, and Toppers. 
Fit for you, friends, and neighbors.  

RANGE  T-SHIRTS   
Made in U.S.A. Heavyweight,  
100% cotton, preshrunk  (Circle size)   
 
■ Red    ■ Black    ■ Royal Blue 
■ Lime Green    ■ Purple    

       
  
     M, L, XL   $26 each  

XXL   $32 each  
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