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school have given me the opportunity to 
learn more about the policies and issues that 
affect ranchers. I’m really interested in this 
subject and plan to go to law school so I can 
be a part of the solution to the problems I see 
my parents dealing with. I want to be in a 
position to help defend the ag industry.” 
      And as everyone involved knows, defend-
ing the ag industry is vital these days. “It’s sad 
to see such a disconnect between the general 
public and those of us involved in agricul-
ture,” Becky says. “There are many miscon-
ceptions and misunderstandings when it 
comes to food and fiber produced in our 
great country. We know firsthand that the 
American rancher is the world’s truest and 
most devout environmentalist and cares 
more about their animals than anything else.” 
      The biggest obstacle the Smiths face is 
drought, like so many other Southwestern 
ranchers. It has been that way for 20 years and 

the inability to stock pastures due to lack of 
rainfall is a real problem. No rain, no grass. 
They often remind their kids that grass is the 
rancher’s crop. Cattle are what turns that grass 
into money. No grass, no money is a tough 
but vital lesson. 
      Regardless of drought, debt, and other 
hardships, the Smith family’s feet are planted 
firmly on their land and they are sharing the 
lifestyles and lessons carried on for more than  
120 years. Loving God, nurturing the land 
and everything on it on their Chaves and 
Harding county ranches benefit everyone.  n 

Deanna Dickinson McCall is an award-     
winning author and poet who has ranched     
in several states. To learn more go to:        
www. deannadickinsonmccall.com or Deanna 
Dickinson McCall, author, on Facebook.

Becky’s dad is shown with Ike and a colt “Curtpa” 
has been helping his grandson start. Generational 
guidance is an important part of a ranch kid’s life. 
Invaluable experiences, lessons and techniques are 
carried on for generations.
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Not a farmer, nor a rancher, but they are my 
neighbors and I have great respect for them, 
what they do and provide, and their lifestyles. 
For this reason, we like supporting RANGE. 
      ANNE VERES, NANTON, ALBERTA, CANADA 
 
I loved Rebecca Wells Dolph’s “Profile of a 
Steward” in Summer 2024. Such an “in your 
face” to the progressive left, hell-bent on redo-
ing this great country and its Constitution. 
      JUDY NUZUM, TROPHY CLUB, TEXAS 
 
Enjoy the finest periodical in the U.S.A.! 
      MORTON SULLIVAN 
      MOUNTAIN RANCH, CALIFORNIA 
 
FAITH IN THE ALMIGHTY 
Just an itty-bitty short note. Born 1/20/1945. 
We had no electricity, no running water, no 
TV, no A/C, no phone. Our transportation 
was our farm wagon, pulled by as fine a pair 
of heavy horses God ever made. I went to 
town in that old wagon. Now I ask myself, 
have I progressed or regressed? 
      RANGE is a wonderful magazine. My 
only concern is that the hateful, evil, demo- 
cratic, communistic party will attempt to shut 

ya down. May God bless you, in Jesus Christ! 
      JERRY DOBSON, “A SON OF LIBERTY”  
      WILBURTON, OKLAHOMA 
 
AUTHENTICITY 
I am enclosing the full subscription cost, 
despite being eligible for the early renewal dis-
count. RANGE is the only authentic voice of a 
marginalized American subculture that helps 
feed the world, yet is nonetheless targeted for 
extermination by elites who do not fully 
understand what they are doing. RANGE 
needs all the support it can get. 
      BRYAN COWAN, HORNBROOK, CALIFORNIA 
 
Due to “D.O.U.P.” by Marjorie Haun in Sum-
mer 2024, our family will no longer support 
or renew our subscription. By the way, neither 
are the two ranchers down from us. 
      ANONYMOUS, PORTLAND, OREGON 
Sorry to offend by reporting what our Depart-
ment of Interior finds most important and will 
affect all good resource providers. We will sin-
cerely miss you and your neighbors.—Ed. 
 
The story on Bertha Schell by Kathy 
McCraine in Spring 2024 was really enjoy-
able. Bertha bought hay from my dad’s farm 
in Chino Valley. I would load the bales into 
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