
Ihave seen a lot reported in the American
media about firearm control in Australia.
Most of it has been ill-informed and

designed to support tighter domestic controls. I
was one of the leaders of the opposition to this
legislation and one of few politicians who voted
against it in the parliament.
      Australia has a history of gun ownership
and it is said that the Japanese were reluctant
to invade Australia because they believed that
most of the population had firearms and
knew how to shoot. Despite the prevalence of
guns there was no record of gun violence. The
same is true of the United States for the first
200 years.
       Sadly, on April 29, 1996, at the tourist cen-
tre of Port Arthur in Tasmania, we suffered an
atrocity when an intellectually disabled 28-year-
old man went on a rampage with a high-pow-
ered semiautomatic rifle that left five people
dead and 18 wounded. He had a history of odd
behaviour and should never have been allowed
to have a firearm. There has recently been

another situation where seven people from the
same family were shot and killed, which
demonstrates that even with very onerous gun
control shootings will still occur.
       Western governments these days are
strongly influenced by popular opinion and
Australia is no different. John Howard was the
prime minister and the polls showed that while
he was liked he was also perceived as being
weak. The Port Arthur massacre provided him
with an opportunity to show what a strong man
he was. He decided to bring in federal legisla-
tion which was far-reaching and draconian—
banning all self-loading firearms of any calibre
and confiscation of all handguns mainly owned
and used by primary producers. This embargo
has been partially withdrawn.
       When looking at the American situation,
one has to put it into perspective. The greatest
death by gun is not the attacks on schools, but
the daily shootings that occur and hardly rate a
mention. The biggest contributor to gun vio-
lence is blacks shooting blacks and other related

ethnic crimes. When President Obama left
Chicago to go to the White House, the city was
in the grip of gun-related violence that has not
abated. He must have known that the outpour-
ing of emotion surrounding the group Black
Lives Matter was based on a false assumption. It
has produced an unofficial policy of not letting
the police venture into certain black areas. This
means that the black criminals have unfettered
sway and the police who were the only protec-
tion for the majority no longer provide this pro-
tection. Until this situation is addressed and law
and order restored, the gun deaths are not going
to reduce.
       In respect to the school shootings, they are
far more publicised because they involve chil-
dren. Banning guns is not going to make a
scrap of difference because there are so many
guns in the community and they will always be
available.
       It seems that a breakdown in society is the
root cause of the problem. This breakdown
seems to have occurred at about the same time
as the introduction of the Policy of Multicultur-
alism. This policy—which no government has
ever had a mandate for—is turning the western
world into nations of tribes with no binding
culture or collective loyalty.  n
       
Graeme Campbell lives in Kalgoorlie, West Aus-
tralia. He served in parliament for 18 years.
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“Precious” 
is 

For Sale!

THE ROOT CAUSE
DON’T MESS WITH PEOPLE WHO KNOW HOW TO SHOOT.  

BY GRAEME CAMPBELL

THE WAY I SEE IT

CARSON CITY, NEVADA: 
1957 Chevy Bel Air, 4-door, stock 265
cubic inch V-8 engine. Automatic
transmission. Only two owners, including
RANGE editor, C.J. Hadley. All original,
including paint, except disk brakes added
in front in 2016. Less than 90,000 miles.
No air conditioning. Radiator flushed.
Undercarriage cleaned. Hoses and fittings
replaced. New radial whitewalls. One
small dent. Plastic covers still on the seats, the way it came out
of the showroom. Maintenance records available. Seldom
parked outdoors. Paint and chrome in excellent shape. Really
sweet rolling down country roads or highways. “After 27 years

of no pay or low pay from RANGE, I’m not looking to quit
publishing any time soon, but I am looking for a pension. I
hope Precious can help.” Email generous offers to CJ at
edit@rangemagazine.com.  n
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