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heere s a mystique about the 257 000-acre ORO Banch
north of Prescott, Ariz. Manager Wayne Ward fieels it, and
so does almost every cowboy who ever worked there,
“Maybe it's because they realize they are working for one of the
East truwe western ranches,” Wayne says, "Is still run the wary it was
75 vears ago—horsehack” The ranch was originally wunded by the
Greene Calthe Company in 1936, The Baca Float #5, an old Spandsh
land grant, comprises 100,000 acres of it
Tior wisit the BOR 15 1o take a giand step back in time, The old
mude-drawn wagon from eartier days now rests peacefully under a
stand of oak trees al headquarters, but its replacemend, a World War
[ 6ot Ay truck, still goes out spring and Eall with 2 crew of aboud
10 cowboys who sheep under the stars in tepees for months on end.
It would be hard o modernize this ranch because of the rough,

brushy country,” Wanme savs. “Youl dont just irailer out there.

Wayne has been runming the ranch since 1993, a period of
severe droughl that has forced him o cul the cow berd from 5,000
miother cows and veadings 1o around 3000, Prior to this job, he
graduated from Sul Eoss Sate University and managed o number
of smialler ranches and a feedbol. Hed rather be herseback than
shuftling papers, but the job demands that e juggle book work,
range managemen, fivestock operations, and personne.

Al age 64, he snvs, "1 gured on staying 20 vears and retiring af
67, but [ don't know_ | wonder how hard its going to be to retire if
I e moving 1o bowr, .
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