
country where they don’t see the trees being
cut down.”

The Forest Service, he says, won’t harvest a
splinter or allow anyone else to do so either. It
“just takes pictures.”

So, instead of going to benefit people who
need it, all that downed timber is going to the
worms. “I hope every environmentalist drives
by and has to look at that,” says Gold. “It’s
going to be rotten here pretty soon.” That will
change only if both the worms and the timber
are consumed by the potential firestorm that
now broods in the tangle. A storm of that
ferocity would make the historic December
blowdown seem like a breeze.

“This is going to turn very much into a
tinderbox,” says Dave Morrison, owner of the
Rainforest Resort at Lake Quinault.And with-
out roads and bridges, it’s a box locked to fire-
fighters just as it is to loggers. That’s a fait
accompli even if the Forest Service would
decide to endorse the harvesting of timber—
which is as likely as EarthFirst! deciding to
endorse the hunting of spotted owls.

In fact, district ranger Lance Koch
announced in May that the Forest Service
gavel had fallen—all according to its North-
west Forest Plan. Though Koch recognized
that the December blowdown was probably
the worst in the forest’s history, “it was con-
sidered to be a 500-year event.” Interpreta-
tion: Since, in his words, “it’s a type of storm
that’s only supposed to happen every 500
years,” it is “supposed to happen.” That
means, according to the scriptures of green
religion, it’s natural and must not suffer
human intrusion—humans, of course, being
unnatural.

Koch did assure the concerned residents
of the Lake Quinault area that the 50 million
board feet of downed timber in his ranger
district present only a “low risk” of fire. So, he
said, there would be no increase whatsoever
in salvage quotas.

A seething Jim Carlson, president of Pre-
mier Forest Products in Humptulips, Wash.,
says he wasn’t surprised at the feds’ sovereign
lockdown of a bountiful resource. “We don’t
get any jobs out of it. But it does create a lot of
employment for them to figure out we can’t
do anything.” ■

Norm Bomer is senior editor at God’s World
Publications. He is the author of “Sons of the
River: A Nebraska Memoir,” “Etymology for
Wordbrains Like Me,” several children’s books
including “Willow,” a story about  freedom,
and “No More Singing,” a pro-life allegory.
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