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Throughout the West people are fight-
ing the wind power industrialization 
of the range. For example, Wyoming 

currently has two big fights worth watching. 
Each has implications for all of America when 
it comes to stopping reckless industrial wind 
development. 
       The first fight centers on rancher Mike 
Stephens in Converse County. He is fighting to 
preserve magnificent mountain views from his 
ranch, which are shared by many around him, 
going back 100 years or more. These views 
would be destroyed by a massive wind project 
which was approved by the Wyoming Board of 
Land Commissioners despite his and others’ 
protests. So he has been suing the “Land 
Board,” as it is called. 
       Stephens’ argument is basically that great 
views are a natural resource that should be 
protected. It is essentially a new conservation 
argument. Ironically the Land Board’s webpage 
says its mission is “Effectively managing natur-
al resources and funds for current and future 
generations.” Surely a widely and long-used 
magnificent view is a natural resource. 
       The second big Wyoming fight is in Albany 
County. Here the fighter is a group, the Albany 
County Conservancy, which has several ranch-
ers and farmers as leading members. ACC’s 
issue is wind turbines killing the magnificent 
golden eagles that populate the range. Every 
wind project has a permit from the U.S. Fish & 
Wildlife Service (FWS) to kill a certain number 
of eagles because this would otherwise be ille-
gal under the Eagle Protection Act. 
       ACC is working with wildlife biologist 
Mike Lockhart who conducted an extensive 
eagle-tagging project that indicates far more 
eagles are being killed than the law allows. 
Every eagle killed is reported to FWS, but that 
data is kept secret, so ACC is fighting to get 
access to it. 
       These are just two examples from one state 
of people fighting to save the range from 
destructive wind-power industrialization. 
There are many more throughout the range 
states and we need to recognize these heroes 
for their gallant efforts. 
       Wind project development involves a lot of 
public meetings with state and country deci-
sion makers and in them good questions can 
help stop bad projects. If you want to speak out 
against a bad project at a public meeting, con-
sider asking a hard question instead of stating 

an objection. Objections call for no immediate 
action except perhaps a cursory, “Thank you, 
we will think about that.” 
      A hard question calls for an answer there 
and then. It also conveys an objection, but the 
point is to force officials to say something spe-
cific in reply. Of course, there are ways to 
duck hard questions, but then they have done 
that publicly for all to see. Below are hard 
questions that raise serious issues with wind 
and battery projects. Huge and dangerous 
battery facilities often come along with big 
wind. These examples are mostly intended for 
meetings with elected officials who have to 
approve the projects. 
       Let us start with grid-scale batteries. Wind 
development has recently been constrained to 
some degree, but batteries are going great guns. 
These are 40-foot-long container-sized chemi-
cal energy storage units that often come in big 
groups. That these huge battery facilities can 
spontaneously ignite or explode is well known. 
So the first thing to ask about is the evacuation 

plan. The hard question is, “Who is subject to 
evacuation under the evacuation plan?” 
       Do not just ask if there is a plan because a 
simple “yes” ends the conversation. The point 
to press is that people have a right to know if 
they should be ready to evacuate. Of course, if 
there is no plan this question raises that issue, 
but it does more than that. This question 
makes it personal. 
      Wind projects involve multiple towers 
that can be seen over a large area, in some 
cases many miles away. These industrial 
views tend to lower property values so there 
is this hard question: “Will you cut the prop-
erty tax assessments where these wind towers 
cause property values to go down?” If they 
say “no,” ask “why not?” If they say “yes,” ask 
“how much?” 
       Those are the examples. The point is to 
take a really bad feature of the proposed pro-
ject and force a conversation by asking a simple 
hard question. Good questions can stop bad 
projects.  n 
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New RANGE book Coming Soon!
“At the Edge of Out There” 
shares the beauty of the wide 
open places in the American 
West that our cowboys and 
sheepherders inhabit and  
traverse—despite difficult 
weather, challenging terrain 
and unrelenting external  
pressures. Past and present, 
it reveals their unwavering 
faith and hope in the future. 
The simple, honest words will 
inspire you. The images will 
take your breath away and 
warm your heart. You might 
even want to be there.  

 
128 pages, hardcover, retail $49. Please call  

 
1-800-RANGE-4-U  

and ask for our “Subscriber Special” or visit www.rangemagazine.com
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