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RANGE MAGAZINE’S PHOTO CONTEST

Outback
(Digital)

Roundup
2023

BEST OF SHOW, 2022
“Annie at Work” © Larry Blain

WIN FAME & CASH!
Best of Show—$223
1st Place—$175
2nd Place—$150
3rd Place—$125
& Merit Awards—$50

INE
DEADL IES
TR
FOR EN 17
FEB.

WINNERS WILL APPEAR IN THE MAGAZINE DURING 2023.
CONTESTANTS HAVE EARNED CASH, STARRED IN RANGE BOOKS, THE REAL BUCKAROO
CALENDAR, AND HAVE BEEN FEATURED IN AWARD-WINNING RANGE.
RULES: All rules must be followed and a completed, signed entry form submitted. One photographer
per packet and maximum 5 images per person,
plus fee of $5 per image.
CONTENT: All photos must be of the people,
places and critters of America’s rangelands. Color
or black & white. Amateur or professional. Entries
must be submitted digitally on CD or thumb drive.
Media will NOT be returned but will be secured at
RANGE offices or destroyed.
TECHNICAL GUIDELINES: Send high-res
JPEGs. Minimum size: 3 megapixels (multiply
pixel height x width). File Names: Label each
image with your phone number and a numeral to
match photo, like this: 775-555-1212-3. No
names or dates in file name. Include a sheet with

detailed captions that match your image label.
Image Manipulation: No cloning of physical
objects or major shifts in color or tonalities—that
means no removing telephone poles or adding
border collies! Cropping, subtle color corrections
and contrast adjustments, conversion to B&W,
and removal of spots are allowed. Photos with
watermarks, names or date stamps will be disqualified.
Image Preparation: Please send us highresolution images to facilitate publication on
high-quality slick paper.
PERMISSION: Contestants must grant RANGE
permission to use entries for possible use in magazines, calendars, books, and for other contest
publicity. Calendar, book, or magazine use (with
other feature stories) all earn extra money.

NUMBER OF IMAGES ENTERED: ______
ENTRY FEE @ $5 PER PHOTO ENCL. $_______

(Send checks only, payable to RANGE magazine)

Entries must be postmarked by Feb. 17. Send to:
RANGE Outback Roundup 2023
106 East Adams, Ste. 201
Carson City, NV 89706

PHOTOGRAPHER’S NAME__________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS______________________________________________________________________________
CITY______________________________________________________ STATE ______ ZIP____________
DAYTIME PHONE_________________________________ EMAIL_________________________________

My photos comply with the rules and may be used by RANGE as stated in “Permission” above.
SIGNED ___________________________________________________ DATE___________________________

To check previous winners, go to RANGE magazine’s Summer, Fall and Winter
issues at www.rangemagazine.com.
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state that a solar company has petitioned it
for some land in my allotment to build a
solar farm. I wasn’t happy to get this notice.
As I read through it I found it was going to
be devastating. The solar company did not
ask that I relinquish just a section or two. It
was asking for almost all. In fact, it was asking for every state section within one township and half in another. And because of the
way the land is checkerboarded, the land my
family owns and holds grazing rights to will
be cut off from use. Most of our range was
to be taken with no compensation or offer to
lease or purchase our commensurate private
property whatsoever.
It occurred to me that because the private
lands interspersed with the state lands will be
cut off from the rest, it will be made useless. It
seems pretty clear then that the plan is to
obtain these private lands through
eminent domain. Since the production of
electricity will be the imperative,
eminent domain will likely be granted and
the private lands will be lost for $50 to $100
an acre, the current value of unimproved land
in this area. The state will receive lucrative
lease payments, and private owners will get
next to nothing.
I did some research on solar farms and
discovered that after all the hype, it is not green
energy at all. The land is graded and chemically sterilized. Solar panels will be packed in as
tightly as possible. Every living creature within
the enclosure of the solar farm will be killed or
displaced. Deer, antelope, prairie dogs, burrowing owls will all suffer. Prehistoric Native
American burial sites and artifacts will be
destroyed. Tens of thousands of acres of wild
country 10 miles from Petrified Forest National Park will be turned into an apocalyptic wasteland of bare dirt and glass. Nuclear
detonations don’t have this kind of impact.
People should know that it won’t only
happen here. If there is to be a widespread
conversion to solar electricity, these farms will
sprout everywhere in the West. They will have
to, to come close to producing the kind of
electricity the modern world requires. We will
have to learn to live with the loss of the scenic
western landscape we all love. Maybe when
Americans understand what the conversion
to green energy actually means, they will let
their elected representatives and land management agency bureaucrats know that they
should rethink their plans.
I hope they do, for my own sake, and for
the sake of everyone who loves the West.
Any time,
Casey Murph, Arizona

