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and family, groaned and moaned, “I’m not 
even going to have a crew tomorrow!” 
 
Epilogue 
In the years before his death, Bill McMillen 
told his grandchildren of the day he and the 
Boss were riding stirrup to stirrup discussing 
how they were going to hold a drive up in an 
approaching storm south of Silver City on the 
H Bar L when they were struck by lightning. 
Recovering enough to get his own senses, 
Grandpa Albert was credited with saving Bill’s 
life in the aftermath. Bill would also say that 
he was saved by the same man when he fell 
off a windmill tower only to get caught as he 
stood on the ladder just beneath him. 
      The One Shoe cowboy appeared during 
the Depression in desperate need of any kind 
of job. With only a single brogan on one foot, 
he was asked what kind of job he thought he 
could do. His response was that he could cow-
boy. The crew could be heard snickering in 
the background. They shouldn’t have been. 
Days later in a wild cow chase off the hell of a 
wilder Wild Horse Canyon, only he and the 
Boss emerged at the bottom still with the 
cows. In a gesture that can be imagined, 
Grandpa Albert nodded to him in quiet 
respect. He for sure was a cowboy. 
      And the stories continue. Each one verifies 
that all those men were, indeed, cowboys. All 
are now deceased, with Joe Cannon being the 
last to leave our ranges. Joe came looking for 
me when he saw the LIFE magazine photo of 
John McMillen and Albert Wilmeth that 
reappeared in RANGE in Spring 2019. His 
opening remark came from his heart. “With-
out even looking at the caption, I knew who 
those cowboys were, and I can even tell you 
the names of those horses!” 
      Some of us were lucky enough to experi-
ence and witness the work ethic and the skill 
set of those old-time cowboys. They taught us 
many lessons that are disappearing as fast as 
their colorful memories. 
      Today the AT Cross remains in the hands 
of descendants of Dan McMillen, the Billings 
family. Grandson Bill McMillen’s offspring 
have not only held it together, they have also 
grown it. That is a rarity that deserves 
acclaim. Let’s hope this old historic brand 
remains attached to these sons and daughters 
of the American West who have bridged time 
and history together. 
      There can’t be a more worthy, earthy 
endeavor.  n 

Stephen L. Wilmeth is a rancher from southern 
New Mexico. “Andale pues!” 

 Scarf colors: www.rangemagazine.com
■ WILD RAG SCARF SLIDE                            
Sterling silver. Hand engraved by  
Nevada cowboy Pete Schuler.  

     1-3/4” diameter   $95 

■ SILK WILD RAG SCARVES                                       
               $24 each!  
35x35”. Circle color(s): Royal Blue, Black, 
Deep Lavender, Fuchsia, Turquoise, 
Charcoal, Red, Teal, Chocolate, Bronze, 
Maroon and Forest Green.

HEAD-HUGGER CAPS  
with embroidered RANGE logo.     

■ Khaki    ■ Purple    
■ Black   ■ Royal Blue  

■ Khaki/Navy bill     
    $18 each 

CALL  1-800-RANGE-4-U  (726-4348)

■ FANCY SILK WILD RAGS   
               $29 each! 
35x35”. Circle choice(s): Patriot,  
Brands Sage, Calico Pink Paisley,  
White Polka Dots on black, red,  
blue or green. 
 
■ EXTRA FANCY SILK  
WILD RAGS   $35 each!  
35x35”. Circle choice(s): Texas Bronc, 
Purple Jacquard, Paisley in black/red, 
black/silver or chocolate/green.

NEW!   LONG-SLEEVED BLACK LATIN T’S 
              “Don’t let the bastards grind you down!” 

■ Black only       M, L, XL   $30 each     XXL   $35 each  
 

 
 
SHORT-SLEEVED LATIN T’S    
■ Safari Green     ■ Light Denim  

              M, L, XL   $21 each 
                    XXL   $25 each  

Silk, Silver, T’s, and Toppers. 
Fit for you, friends, and neighbors.  

RANGE  T-SHIRTS   
Made in U.S.A. Heavyweight,  
100% cotton, preshrunk 
 
■ Red    ■ Black    ■ Royal Blue 
       ■ Lime Green    ■ Purple    

              M, L, XL   $20 each 
                   XXL   $24 each  
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